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Berwick Bassett and Winterbourne Monkton Parish Council 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the council held on Wednesday 16th November 2022 at 

7.30pm.at Winterbourne Monkton Community Hall 

 

Present:    Cllr Mark Saunders (chair),  

  Cllr Colin Pattison, Cllr Helen Ramsay, Cllr Neil Kirk,  

  Cllr Ben Woodward, Cllr Andrew George-Perutz 

    

   Mrs Janice Pattison (clerk)  

    

    

                                  

1. Apologies for absence 

      County Cllr Jane Davies 

 

2. Declaration of Interests 

There were no declarations of interest 

 

3. Questions from the public 

There were no members of the public present 

 

4. Minutes of Meeting of September 9th 

The minutes were accepted as reflective of the meetings and signed by the chairman 

of the meeting.  

 

5. Matters Arising from meeting of September 9thh not covered elsewhere 

Matters arising are covered elsewhere in the minutes 

 

6. Reports 

a. Finance 

Expenditure since last meeting 

Donations as agreed at last meeting   £300 

(Half carried over from 2021/22 budget) 

 

Following a previous donation from the Council for Gazebo Poles, the clerk asked for 

confirmation of how the Gazebo could be available to all residents. This information 

has not yet been received  

 

The clerk reported on expenditure for 2021/22 in preparation for the budget 2022/23. 

The council is underspending on budget regularly, primarily on the village project. 

The big project of A4361, for which several years of Parish Project funds have been 

accumulated, has come in under budget leaving monies available to help with the 

shortfall of the defibrillator accumulation due to lack of anticipated grant support 

from Marlborough Area Board 

The training budget has been spent on resources (Matthew Arnold Baker) and new 

councillor training 

Most of the Ground Maintenance budget will be spent on signage for area around the 

new Community Hall to prevent inappropriate parking 
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The accumulation of £4,500 should be sufficient to take forward for future projects 

with the annual £1000 (included at the request of residents). There should also be an 

additional £1000 in VAT refund. The 2 anticipated projects are footpath lighting and 

20mph limit. The Berwick Bassett Noticeboard is also broken 

There remains an amount to save for the renewal of the defibrillator contract. As 

agreed at the last budget review this time last year, this accrual amount will only 

cover 2 defibrillators.  

The 3-year fix for insurance ends this year so this is a good time to change the cover 

(to include insurance for fraud). This may increase the premium 

The main area where expense is exceeding budget is the cost of banking. This is 

currently £96 per year regardless of use plus £1 per cheque. On-line banking would 

reduce the cheque costs. A move to a bank which does not currently charge for not-

for-profit organisations which are not charities would remove the other costs. Lloyds 

have reopened applications for their Treasurers account which satisfies this criterion 

and currently has branches in Marlborough, Devizes and Swindon. Metro Bank also 

has a free account with a branch in Swindon. No decision has been made to change 

bank accounts or approve online banking 

 

The taxbase has increased slightly. This will allow for the budget to be balanced to 

create a budget requiring a zero increase in the precept if no change is made to the 

decisions made last year. It was agreed by councillors to progress the 2 projects, 

lighting of lower school lane footpath and speed reduction on village roads to 20mph, 

not increase savings for a 3rd defibrillator and present a budget in January with zero 

increase 

 

The internal audit has been completed. The auditor has raised some questions which 

need addressing before the audit is signed off.  

In 2021/22 the Parish Council had expenditure related to the Community Hall. There 

were two items – the membership of the Village Halls Association (paid in 2 personal 

cheques), and the purchase of the chairs from Ashton Keynes. Councillors agreed that 

the chairs are the property of the Community Hall Charity not the Parish Council. 

Therefore the  Community Hall Charity is a Creditor of the Parish Council which 

needs to be formally acknowledged. Councillors also agreed that the Parish Council is 

to receive a refund of the payment to Village Halls Association made in 2021/22 (and 

that in 2022/23). There is no invoice for the membership payment for 2021/22 paid to 

individual members of the public.  

 

A number of complaints had been received about fireworks over the period of 

November 5th. Cllr Woodward agreed to investigate the cost of a silent firework 

display with music, although it was also acknowledged that there had also been 

complaints previously about loud music 

 

The laptop for the clerk office has not been sourced. Councillors agreed that the clerk 

should source the laptop up to a budget of £400. Action clerk 

 

b. Planning 

Cllr Pattison reported on the following applications 

PL/2022/08030 Winterbourne House 
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Ground mounted solar PV in a field adjoining the property 

Councillors considered the positioning of the array and its size. It was felt that the 

array would be sufficiently concealed by existing trees and shrubbery to not be visible 

from the principal footpath along the bourne. Councillors had no objections to the 

application 

PL/2022/07378 Stable Doors Berwick Bassett. 

Removal of condition 6 of Planning Application K/16817 Conversion of barn to 

residential use 

Councillors had previously had no objections to the application 

PL/2022/06786 Avenue Farm Winterbourne Monkton 

Extension of two existing buildings for use in conjunction with existing business use 

and associated works  

Councillors had no objections to the application although some concern had been 

raised that the large extension to premises may increase traffic onto the A4361. The 

applicant had made assurances to the chair that this would not be the case 

PL/2022/07204 Arable Centre, Winterbourne Monkton 

Erection of Accoustic Screen 

Councillors had previously had no objections to the application although it was noted 

that some residents of Old Dairy Lane had not received notifications 

 

c. Emergency and Flooding. 

The contract for the 3 current defibrillators has been renewed and the agreement 

signed and returned. (It has been confirmed that the Parish Council will fund only two 

defibrillators at the next renewal in 4 years time)  

The Emergency Plan is completed in first draft. Further contact details will be added 

for the next Council Meeting. Cllr Ben Woodward has agreed to be the Emergency 

Co-ordinator as he both lives and works in the community so is most likely to be 

present in the case of an emergency. A contact tree will be developed with the first 

line of contact being councillors and clerk 

The sandbags currently at 191 Winterbourne Monkton will relocate to The New Inn 

and a large bag of sand purchased on behalf of the Parish Council by Cllr Woodward. 

Bags and sand will be available to all residents. Bags will continue to be available 

from Winterbourne Monkton Church and Berwick Bassett Home Farm House. Cllr 

Woodward will talk to residents of the properties most susceptible to flooding to 

advise of the Emergency Plan and revised location of Sandbags 

The grit bin at the entrance to Winterbourne Monkton by the bus stops has been 

replaced following damage in a collision with a farm vehicle. The grit bins in both 

villages (the junctions with A4361) are full. There is no grit bin on Old Dairy Lane. 

This is a private road. Cllr Ramsay will contact the estate managers to enquire if a grit 

bin could be installed by them 

 

 

d. Footpaths.... 

Cllr George-Perutz will walk the footpath between Winterbourne Monkton and 

Berwick Bassett to confirm the path was still passable despite the fallen tree and the 

mud at Christmas House  

Cllr Saunders will follow up with Stephen Leonard about the proposed scalpings and 

improvements by the kissing gates and improvements to the footpath by Christmas 

House/Tonic Construction 
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A stone has been identified as the second large stone at the end of the footpath beside 

the Community Hall to help prevent vehicle parking which in turn was blocking 

access by pedestrians with wheelchairs or pushchairs. This has not yet been installed. 

Action Cllr Saunders 

 

e. Roads 

It had previously been agreed to purchase and erect ‘No Parking’ signs at the end of 

the footpath between Church Lane and Old Dairy Lane. and by the treatment plant for 

the Old Dairy Lane houses. This action continues. Cllr Kirk agreed to source the signs 

Cllr Ramsay reported that complaints have been made about the speed of heavy 

haulage traffic travelling along the A4361 through Winterbourne Monkton. A letter 

has been written to DPD, Earthline, Wiltshire Concrete and Swindon HGV Truck 

School complaining about their vans and trucks travelling in excess of the speed limit 

and to make them aware of the damage to property and of the danger it is causing to 

children where they must cross to catch the school bus.  

Cllrs Ramsay and Woodward attended the Avebury Transport Group on Tuesday 25th 

October.  The topics covered were reduction of the speed limit along the A4 and the 

fact that this can only be achieved if The Avenue (B4003) was closed.  

There will be a new SID purchased.  One monitor will then be placed at either end of 

Avebury.  This will monitor how many cars and the speed at which they are 

travelling.  This will give helpful data for both sides of the A4361.  The full minutes 

can be found on Avebury Parish Council’s website. The next meeting is on the 5th of 

December 2022. 

 
A request will be made to the resident at The Manor to ask for the hedge to be 

trimmed back beyond the road. Action Cllr Saunders 

A request has been made to East Farm to trim the hedge near the junction of a4361 

and Old Dairy Lane to improve visibility 

 

f    Community Building 

Cllr Saunders reported that the Community Hall Charity now have the keys to the 

building and the Parish Council Meeting was held there. It will be advertised to let in 

the December issue of Upper Kennet News, the finance had not yet been transferred 

but was expected imminently. The amount owed to the Parish Council would then be 

repaid. Quotes for blinds and Audio-Visual equipment were being investigated. The 

address had been confirmed so telephone and broadband can now be enabled. 

Councillors agreed that the clerk will book the hall for meetings for the next year. 

Action clerk 

 

7. Other Reports 

The clerk reported that Cllr Petchey had resigned from the council. Thanks were 

expressed for his contribution. The notices had been erected advertising the vacancy. 

 

The payment for increased space on the Parish website has been made along with an 

upgrade to the latest platform. The appearance of the website has changed as a result 

of this. The councillor area on the website has been updated with the information 

about councillors. Bbwmpc.org email address have now been made for each 

councillor with redirection to the address for each councillor currently on the Parish 

Council Circulation List. Cllr George-Perutz will circulate instructions to councillors 
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and all councillors will use the councils email addresses for all correspondence from 

the 1st January 2023. The email for the clerk and general council communication is 

clerk@bbwmpc.org. This is already in use. There is a link for each councillor to their 

register of interest area on Wiltshire Council website (which reflects the information 

given when elected). An area with open planning applications has also been added. 

There is no PC input here but a simple direct link to the planning area of Wiltshire 

Councils website 

 

8.  Traffic issues on A4361.  

There has been no further communication from Wiltshire Highways regarding the 

relocation of misleading road signs. No invoice has yet been received for the final 

works 

 

9.   Speed Reduction on All Village Roads to 20mph 

As the road signs indicating National Speed Limit cannot be removed Councillors 

agreed to proceed with the process of changing the official speed limit in both villages 

to 20mph. The first step is to request a metro count. This will need to show that the 

average speed on the village roads is 24mph or less. Avebury Parish Council has a 

similar signage issue at the entrance to Avebury Trusloe and is already proceeding 

with an application for speed limit reduction, Cllr George-Perutz will enquire at 

CATG to commence the application. Action Cllr George-Perutz 

 

10. Public Open Space Contribution – Section 106 Agreement 

A meeting has been arranged with Sarah Holloway of Wiltshire Council Section 106 

and Cllrs Saunders and Woodward to discuss a way forward with the Open Space 

Contribution. Action Cllr Saunders and Woodward 

 

11. Lighting of Lower Church Lane Footpath 

Further consideration will be made for the next Parish Council Meeting.This may 

include low level lighting.  Action Cllr Saunders. Cllr Ramsay agreed to investigate 

solar installers. Action Cllr Ramsay 

 

12. Appraisal of St Johns School Bus Access 

 Cllr George-Perutz is working with Wiltshire Council with regard to the tendering, 

specifically with regard to the collection of children from the village side of the road 

 

13.  Confirmation of items for press release 

 There are no upcoming events to publicise. It was agreed to include an item following 

the January meeting to publicise the zero increase in Parish Council Precept. 

Cllr Woodward recommended that the Council investigates becoming a member of 

Visit Wiltshire which will raise the profile of the area to visitors. Silver level 

membership was thought to be free of charge. Action clerk 

 .  

14.  Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on January 11th, 2023, and will include discussion and 

confirmation of budget 2023/24 

 

The meeting closed at 10 pm 

mailto:clerk@bbwmpc.org
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